
painter-Etching and Its
Only Perfect Path in Art

Signs of It-4» Possible Development at the Hands of Amer¬
ican-».Mr- F. W. Benson's Brilliant Studies

of Wild Ducks.
By ROYAL CORTISSOZ.

re, it is rtsl Iraw conclusions from the
aaM-rniice lecidedly they.do not always
^.j _

- .*. they «!" raise happy hopes. Only last week
I what is practically Mr. Childe Hassam'.-.

ti< in of the noodle.
Kennedy Gallery, an exhibition of prints by

n members of the n

Amené««- '¦'.(- t'1'- ';,lv begun to etch in very recent
. his new efforts. Is there, then,
revival of etching is preset

11 art? Perhaps n<>t ; yet one cannot help
think:;:-:
' men have something to «»av about

.t wjv- cess of thinking uncommonly cheerful.

.j'l^v : right path a circumstance by itself full of

y];, rse, always with us. and in many cas<

¡. an c. !" what is the trouble with
him. }'¦¦ er where he ought to he a little more than that,

it manual dexterity, and he i- a«Jr<.it in
at may be taught him by this

I rtray architectural subjects with exti
jjnap. quite in the vein of Whistler or I.alanne or

Cameron, rassly imitating the given model and
way rivalling that model. There arc etchers of

up at present active who arc so pro¬
ficient ;. siul that we can imagine their amusement over

I »n :hat we may he in sight of a revival of etching. The
lid remind us. But we mean a revival in

phrase; not the production of a lot of passable
.lorgence of artists with the will and the power to

The Mr. Iknson's II
tion is tri of al!
»curces. to contact with life in the oper

» r. 1 hese etchings of his are no nrod
nets or the studio, however laboriously
gtvey ataj wrought. lh«'ii
atmosphere .s »hat of nature, oh
with und set down as in e

fash. They are rich, too, in tho magi-
c«! element of light. That is a phaa«
ef art and nature that has alwavs in-
t*re»ted Mr. Henson. Hi» best and
most characteristic paintings have been
those .:: which sunshine has played tht
dorn nating part, sunshine and the wind
Making his drawings and his etching:
be has been influenced by the samt

predilection, and perhaps the greatest
charm of his plates Is their beautiful

osity. His wild fowl are bathed
in light. The waters on which thev
move positively take on color through
the skill '.Humiliates

And what 19 most exhi!
about it is the perfect ease and natu¬
ralness with which he conveys his
bright, spacious impression. Tiiere :s

rcing of the no'.c, there is no

playing with vaines. He knows
ail about the effective not to which a

».retch of white paper may be put, and
are ht-Bps of hlaah spi.ces in his

desig' s hand
and leaves an area in the comí

ui,touched, it is in precisely the same

«runt in which he delineates his ducks,
i hat is the «prit of sincere rea

Depila,! erfth .-'>-r.e u: the mo»t, dec¬
orative motive.« in the world, it has
never oecurr«i! to Mr. Her.-on to be

The present writer
doe» not recall ever having shot a

duck and so doe.:- not pretend t'-
theie etchings from a sportsman's

?i the
creatures making Japanese prints
against the sky and knows how indif¬
ferent they are to the accepted prin-
c:ples of design. He doubly appreciates,

>re, Mr. Benaoi at and
-racy. The ducks in his etch¬

ings, like the ducks in the heavens, do
rot pose, they happen. They maKe

»ome »on of a pattern, as, again, they
«10 when they are on the wing, but the
erttat is do» insistent upon it. and re¬

membering unnumbered portrait» of
duckt »re count his tact In the matter
a portentous virtue. Naturally, he
«voids the other extreme, he is not
for a moment too casual, but he is
free, eaeoBTOBtional. the understand¬
ing lover of wild life, as well as the

sophisticate,I 1 he lates ha
»eeo P« ly kind to him. Th

'.ruth, i

variably used the brush, with mi top]
m tench that one WOK

think he liad been uc -i'stomcd to it
his life. It is amusing to
closely this authority is related to I
leading subject. There are some tigu
studies in the collection, and tiny B
do. One of them, the portrait in dr
point, called "Nan," is even I«
we can s;-e some other etcher don
the thing as well, just as we can B.

Zorn, for example, doing the "Nud
No. 151, and doinj; it a little bette
We cannot see anybody else producir
Mr. Benson's duck subjects with
tithe of his felicity.

lie has come into his own in the bei
of his etchings und in the «1:
that go with them. He interprets m«

tives that indubitably command hi
frankest, simplest, sympathies; the nit

«i:um is beguiling and inspirini;, wher
nt is occasionally so stubborn a

to impose something like defeat. A
..-tir.ctive deftaeae comes to th

surface, to give the fullest aid to hi
fht and air. The em

ph.sis, unquestionably, ifl to In

upon the larger aspects of his work
:mospheric quality, its beauty re

calling the vast scale and vitality o

outdoor scenes. It Is a ine thing fo
him to present his types with sael
vividness, to set forth in a really in

ng manner the trait» and BSOT»
rr.ents of his ducks and blue heroni

'! wild geese and fish hawks. But II
i- even ¡iner to fill the room wher«

i;re displayed with the glow o!
aerial background. It is the

broad truth in his etchings and the in-
ility with which he cxpn

that we iind indicative, like Mr. Has
sam's qualities, of a new life in Amer¬
ican etching. There is so much mure

hopo for the future, the immed.ate
future, in one ef his duck prints, than
there i« I. S dozen of those !af.
architectural studies which derive from
Cameron, say, or Brnngwvn, or Meryon.
and so on through the whole hierarchy.
Etching will truiy revive, with us, when

-n it not as a clever dodge but
as an original, personal art. Mr. Has»
»am and Mr. Benson have shown that
it is worth while, and they have shown
the spirit in which it is to be employed.
Will they not stir others by thiir ex¬

ample?

The Big Animal Book.

(from the MsttasJ b> Martha V/tltcx)

Duck» Swimming.
(From the Etchins» l»\ Irani» W. Benson,)

Random impressions of Art
In Current Exhibitions

Miss Martha Walter and the Young Idea.The Despondent
Immigrant.New Furniture and Old Fans.

Portraits of Women.

Circulars arc oui for the thirty-first annual exhibition of the
Arthitectui cue, which will lie opened to the public at the

Arts Building "n Sunday, February 6, The show will ¡ast

for about thn will be the usual competition for
the Avery pi:/" and t1:« special prize OÍ $.300. The subject this
year is a .mall chapel, assumed to he built as a memorial to three
brothers who have died in defence of their country.an edifice sup¬
plied with pictorial and sculptural enrichment. On the same day
that the I - pens in New York the Pennsylvania Academy

I will «'pen its annual exhibition in Philadelphia, 'there, also, there

[will he prize»-, eight or ten all told
.propos of «.vents out of town, we may note an interesting step

taken by the Carnegie Institute, at Pittsburgh. Mr. John Vv.
Beattv, the art director there, has made arrangements for the
transferrence to his naileries of the paintings in the French sei tin:-.
at San Francisco, There «are about 250 work- in the collection.
which will be shown in Pittsburgh during the months of May and
June next year. It is a good idea and suggests that something
might be «lone to brin.i; to New \'.,rk more than one of the foreign
exhibits at the Panama-Pacific Exposition.

Madame Yang-shi'« Orientaba »at the Anderson Galleries will
make .'«n imp irtant sale this week. The collection runs to nearly
1.000 p ind embraces all manner of objects. Porcelains and

lactquei d brasses, jadi and enamels, crystals
ami r mong the things listed. The porcelains include both

rated and single color pieces, This collection is to be sold on

the afternoon», and evei December 8, 9 and 1" and the
afternoon of December 11. I

Reteñí pa Ir. Stephen Par-
.ir.d «some etchings by Mm«.

I are hung at the B)
gallery to-morrow Mr.

iryl ( oleman will open an «X*

hibition o ty-odd paintings
that he has recently brought from hi*

In Capri, painting« representing
the work of a number sf
include 01 r.r.d paintings in

.-a. The Fol»om gallery offers an

exhibition of Porto Rican landacapea
saaaa Watson Ball an«! another of

portr tinga by B Montgom-
'. A collee'ion of thumb-box

SI by American art
seen al the Kats gallery. Band-wrought

¦,« i« by I rank <
at the Ehrich ga
ery exhibits ol<<
I, with a number of

sntique Ft.. sa snd
\* tin- National Arts

the National Society of Crafts¬
men opens with a private reception
next Wednesday evening its ninth sn-

nusl exhibition.
Ar. interesting exhibition will be

opened on Tuesday at the Brooklyn
Museum. Mr. Joseph Pennell is show¬
ing ther«* a fairly exhaustive collection

etchings, lithographs and druw-
iaga, laeluding stadias of Kuropean
subjects and a »election from his
sketches ol American cities. At the
clubhouse of the Art Alumni Associa-
.ion of Pratt Institute there la an ex¬

hibition of pencil drawings and thumb-
box »ketches by Dr. James P. Haney,
direct \ the high schools of
New '. it of these are al
of subject« found along the coast of
Maine.
We have receive«! from Lend

catalogue of the modern pictural
drawings, brought together by tha
Sir Frederick Wigan, which are to bfl

Si Christie's next Thursday and
Friday afternoon-». It contains some

g names, notably those of Sir
John Gilbert, !.. Raven-Hill, Frank Ball
and II Pantin-Latoar. But the rh:.:
interest of *. -'anee.

the indica* ion II give« ni a re¬

sumption of activity in tiie gi«'at clear¬
ing house of art in London. Since thfl
war broke out the sale« at Chi
have been for charity. Nov.-, it would
appear, they are to be of tne u-ual kind.
Jt is, however, too early to proprn-
to just what may happen in the a«
room this winter, either m Faris or m

lx>ndon. Sooner or later, of course, an

immense number of works of art in
Kurope will be sent to the hammer by
¦i" war. The great queation, at
ont still shrouded 1:1 myster-.
whether these things will not be
brought over here for *HÍe. even though
a certain amount of business continue,

to be done b] English and French auc¬

tioneers.

"This is a baby," Sir Walter
been creilite.l with Spying every time
a new youi brought, to him
for his admiration. But the BBthusi*
a<rn, it i* to he hope.;. u-.*.ar«l
. «pressed is undoubtedly genuine in
the visitor who sees the wide aged
eh.Id mils at him from ths
frame of "The Big Animal Book" bp

Martha Walter in the exhl
of her paintinjfs now at the Reinhardt
gallery. By all meal Walter
knows children and sympathisas with
them; It could not be otherwise with
any one who has taught drawing a«

has IB th« publi«*
schools in Philadelphia. All around
art evidences of that fact. Look st thfl
youngsters clustered about that fasei
nating toy balloon in the "Bosch
S a, Gloue» t» r." or in the two other

.-es of the same name. Every
one of these »eashore sketches, and
thereare a aamber of them.i« given la
happy terms of color spots on gray-
browfl backgrounils, "Late Afternoon,
Brighton Heath," for an instsnee. And
th-.s color is most exceptionally cheer¬
ful and winning as it strikes through
th« damp, s.-a -melly clarity of sir.
Her portraits, however, are where

she succeeds with her most smbitiou«
efforts. In them are constantly found

character-«».¦ tting the
r.-alth »if "Miss Dora! ¡1." or

tOQBOlsd. plump Ur**sld"
af "Ann Elisabeth." with '.heir
ness of color; f««r M

v fresh, even

dealing trith a gray-brown dr.*««.
II is BOt often that women

»tirceed in r.r*. perhaps becau*«*
«re ever striving therein for masculine
'strength" hflaa Walter hn« the good

She is
never »ugsr-sweet or prettyt.ed. But
»he brings to thfl visitor the same cor¬

dial »en»e of reciprocsting regard thst
bfl f»el« when s reslly good and tech¬
nically skilful young sctre»» come« on

the »tag« in the thestre. For Miss
Wsltsr understand» how to handle her
tool». She doe» not exactly drsw,
though »ha doc« »omething quit« as

satisfactory. She place». with appar-
Ittiftaeae, spot.« of color of the

. tad yalue and shape :n
t h ». r Her

¦ n»ue, like that o( most gond ar-
»!«¦-, i- »-onifthing 1 con-

n when at work. It is
like the barb» ¦. fence that the
colt ire by prick¬
ing himself on it. Later »s he grow»
he ferSJ th»re. bu sDrr.c-
how he aerei x<.¦ ate farther trouble

bat sol by the
prickii
un- iiT.ii enjoj - b« rsell 8. d
with her.

"The thetas i« »he mean;-

immigrant A rna a» the
'ra.li

» vital and
whole; America a« the land of freedom
-and the opportu .¿»1 de¬

tent. This is on the wall of the
exhibition of "The Immigrant in

.." prise competition at Mr«.
Payne Whitney'» »tudio, at §

fit Kipiith Street. It strongly temp»-
the visitor to »ay te Ute adolescent
[competitor, "Young man, take some one
of your size."
The exhibitors, for the most part,

seem despondent about the immigrant.
However, when th»- art doe« not cry
aloud for it-elf some one come« up and
mentions the fact that "the rro«s in
the prize bit of sculpture symr.
child labor." There are a number of
reaaoas for this despeadeney. In th>-
lirst place, the work, for the most part.
i« that of young men; and the younger
the human animal the more he delight«
in platal ing bleed ar.il fere,
back to the time when he played Indian
and trieil to sealy litter. As he goes on
in lit« seta . few of the--..

I r.al tiei he dodgei
In »that irt and

philoeophy, Another soaree ef .nscour-
agement come« from the fact that BBoet
of the eOBSpetitors have been through
the Btf-anle themselvee and ha-
proj-re«»..-.! m \\ any further than New
¡York City. It needs a great deal wide»
understanding tl eve obtained
|te realise thai this huge, insuiar melt-
ing pi- inhattan Island, is ju-t
about the 'inr-' ipot where they can
view immigration, and is not even as

typical of the meaning and scope of the
I'niteil State» as W hita. Kan.
Turn now te the ret prize composi-

s sculptural errons by Mr.
mine Huffan». entitled "I Come I'nto
My Ow. aril Ml Own. ¡.

(¡ranted that thiw is the
iie feels about it, his figures «ay so

I naive, jumbled e!T'
The composition is without movement;
yet it i« by all odd« the be-t :n the

Bl d prize is a pi»
Mr. F. G. Applejfate, in the thini p
hi« gal bole of i real idea anth ..«

genuine lilt; th<- weight of te
hop. of future, the orTer,ng of
all are there. Unfortunately, the
.-culptor ha '.

lymbolism of arm«

||y out
of the qu.-- -dium di I-

.i his them". The fourth
P.-Í70 i« naked horror.
Two other prize« ere riten to s b'..\r^

arid whit«' drawing and B ¡
prise 'Irav
ley. bas a »ombre a eigl t and en"

'he !'.' :¦ \ prize,
-ome el as arill bee I« s»re to
the judges on th«

man in trie street I
might hare five. rl< at
Arthur Crisp, representing the man

SVorld,
on th«
pluck from the I apples.
It is .-ínoere. sil

re and filled

it.rig to our com
riam Part

V -ion: They Ash Liberty, Oppor-

more thai. Bad labor on the

Green's flying machine. So the
ington Sr* Bg

endatioi for ta ichii
recognizing that art is one the things
our youngsters should imbibe
with the three B'l l"he pity of 11 La
that th« A for l ulture." the

aft für Kultur," should be
in charge. They have achieved the
apotheosis of m« rity in

good work. Only why exhibit it. es-

pecially when teaching ths young idea
to snoot uniess tne work is the target

The exhibition cf American indus¬
trial art, under the auspice» of the
American Federation of Art», now to b»1
seer. ;n the main hall of the A\er>
Library of Columbia I'tuvtrsity, pos¬
sesses nothing the counterpart «¦

which cannot he found in thousand*
of publicly and privately arrange!
rooms throughout the country. Ye»
for all that the exhibition should bfl
praised in its sccomp'.-.she.i eifort to
state anew thai the position at laat
rescue«! by furniture "made in Amer-
ics" msy command sincere respect.
tirand Rapids. Michigan, need no long¬
er arouse a mental picure of foldini*
cots snd kitchen chairs and ahn tl
low sets for Harlem flats. It should
mean that another corner of our land
has »et up a virile art.

Thfl schema af the exhibit, the same

'a« that recent.y shown in the National
ataaesm, in Washing:« :-. D - sane-

actic. By faraltara u* organizers
: i mean everything that we of the

U ..bout ut in the
rooms in which ».¦ spend our

Btay turn to an

sal upholstered late Knglish
-unce armchair and settee trom

r» A; Brother», and next to n

charming bronze of a joung Hiana by
lagain there are v« r.i

toft, gray-green chair up
holstene*. made by the Fdgewater tap

* and nearby a reduction of
Frederick MscMoaaifls s rlrila N*
Ha'. Mirhali Oriental rugs, of soft

texture, made by the
Persian Carpet Company, al¬

ready for ' ama] taatefall)
ad silks for the walls.

i if all the arts in America archit.-ct
ore is advancing with th.* great«"-'
¦tridas Oi every side public and pri
vate building* are evincing an BXtTBOI
dinsry rehnement of taste and
.-'.r.-ngth. It is t«i this a.ivar
architecture that la due this like a.l

.1 arts snd crafts. In
...-. - furniture, howewr, 'i->-

chief improvement in architectBl

so one is led to believe by a fen in
the exhibition of antique hand painted
fan» at the Boaavonture gell-ry
"The Prince de Pissenbourc given bat¬
tle before Meudor. by Prince Sou-
bise." *o run» the inscription which
its first far owner wrote upon it la
I tiay feminine hand lMssenb<>ui |
a Hessian hat. t» haatily departing up
a trench, pursued h: the «»ebona.r -

B a red coat !>.». xtetil el the
battle is indicated by the way the land¬
scape is loaded down with gun« and
things. Alee, that there may be no
m.stake as to the victor and vanquished,
the fair owner took i\.r.- to lobe! each
of them on the fan after her conquer¬
ing hero had presented it to her. Time»
have not greatly »hanged Another
member af the tair -ex, who L» con¬

fiding her joys to a parrot on another
an. wears bloomers.

The collection | »nouid in¬
terest 'hose with and without th»
money to purchase, who hate a ta»te
f»r such thing». There »re Lou.« XIV
fan» ofdi arert inlaid in

tortoise shell, of ;vorv and pearl, paint
bo aneerl with court

Dianas and Ve.BSes. There are K»
fancy fans and Lo. » W fans, where
classical subjects give place to the
. al lean et] S, or where the
much berouged members of a family
smile from miniature framed panels.
Of »wan-skm and flexible ivory and

ar»-.

Etchings, engraving« .-aph«
of portrait.« of wotnet f|t>m mei/o

da Viaei't "I.» Belli r^sesaa«
and "M. BS ,-tra

tion of a mother nursing her child b]
Paul Helle.. i the
"Portraits of Wei .

el the N"' York Public Library
Here end there, af conree, appease th«
direct a tu m«elf;
ns an example two dr\ poietS by
I'aul Hellen, or a striking etching of
"Miss Anna Hurriett" l.\ A /«>rn Faff
the most p»rt. however, they ate

irait« of f*ir women.

old fnrnd», itiil.'d. bal viewed thi
the »creen of personality, which
the best engraver impoeoa on In« work
s.-.- Valentine Green i delicate and re

r.ne.i menewtfat of Bi» loel
- "1-ady Elisabeth Com|

Dorothy Lee Bell.
(Iron) the Painting by Mjrthj. Walter;

all directions, in New Art !an<:
bv Montfort CoolidgO, I inch
tiew art color bunt« i.ke "The I.

by There*a P. Bernstein; in
impressionistic landscapes, a« "In the
Valley," by 8. A. We

black war and grav cadaven of
the fashion of "The
"Washed Ash. re." by G. ii
in uninspired port
To make the IBtiOB,

take first "Lake Erie Bluff," bj

Bg board rather than in |
The freedom and life

ate lab'ir i :

-na! f.-ame hou
not to be found to-day.

component part« ««f the bm
1 ml«! irn»'d out bv the thou-

hv »h(.p- where employer« and
a* B rule, build*

Sarta in the sole effort *

tain I af the

Then walk across the room to look »'
B. Arient Edwai I rtt «>f th<-
same lady. rerent chai

For all that, engnr ing» have charm
at..I 'nany fai I .Mo«:
Obvious of them all ate a Bfl «f fa-

nging forward anew
-«.traiture;

Valentin« Groen' mexxotiat of Roy
nolds't "Lady Elisabeth Delnta ar.d llf
Children" for one; Cole'- aread ¦.';.

Hight of Blue Bill».

(From the Etching by Fran* W. BCBSOO)

newcomer«' shnuM»'r«. There i« also
I, the pros;

achieved. Pflll Olive
xpre-ises all in her

era te toe*
., -"»nge future; girlhood, with th«-
light <«f hope in fre.sh eye», snd s child
who «ome day will become the fulfil¬
ment of that hope, if thi» nstion is to

Not »o very long ago th« ides of an

srt exhibit in s piblie school »11 in
th« ssiiiu class ss Uiat oi Mr. Lsxiut

Pollock. It is always pleasant when an
artist present» a newly remembered
mood of nature. Kicker Knox exhib.ts
a pleasing, «oft, br<>.»:t marine of
yacht« at anchor. "The Son of the

Ifeinberg, sheai char¬
acter in the face of a smock-frocked
voung»ter holding a toy dove Also what
little sculpture had been installed at
the early hour this review was made
teemed better than the paint.ngt, ..-

pecially Paul Hanoi, smaller rigure»
of animal». Of course, ther» mu»t be
mediocre wo*«* from which to devalen

So it i» with fun a am
lave ar.d Blflgaaee, m the

¦rich to be proud. But
the personal aqaettOB la «adly lacking.
nur tab!.s ar.d chair« »how nono of
that subtle difference which, to b«-
Irish, sets apart twin» who are exact-
ly slike. For that elusive quality, it
is to be fesred, we must wsit for the
slow effect of time, sisitted by the
ravages of our children's boota.
There wa» another Franco-German

I «l.tfarar-c« awajr baok la 17U. Ok UaatU

ing after Lawrence'« "Mrs. Siddor.«."
for a second. Then. »<»o. there are
«»'her- -tionably like to meet.
the engraving by K. Mandel of Ti'.an»
"l.a H.-lla." S. Arlent Kdwaro"» mttio-
tint »f Holbeia'i "Ann of Cletes".
though the color might be belter».
whicn «how» again what a mailer of
studied work wa» that painter; and.
for the modern complement Richard
Josey'i mezzotint of Whistler« "Por
rait of h« Mother." bringing out anew

, the undercurrent of »entiment in that
..lF»nrHl»it-». .»»..


